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The prime object of a fraternity is to form close

ties between students and to crystallize a feeling of

loyalty for the college. The fraternities at Villa-

nova signally fail to perform either of these func-

tions. There is no more fraternal spirit between

members of the same fratenity than there is be-

tween strangers. Instead of creating a feeling of

loyalty for the college as a whole they manage to

split the college into divergent groups, correspond-

ing to the departments, and prove a great stumbling

block to any concerted action. The members of one

society, or department, are openly derisive of the

members of the other fraternities. To hear one

group talk the listener would think that the mem-
bers of the other departments had come to Villanova

by mistake for the home for the feeble-minded. But

not one of the fraternities does anything to prove

that it should not be placed in this class. One dance

a year is about the limit of their social ability. The
fraternal idea is conspicuous by its absence. The
true meaning of the word fraternity has been lost.

Time and time again well meaning and energetic

men have tried to pull the local fraternities out of

the rut into which they have drifted but they have

found that it is like trying to lift onesself by the boot

straps. It is not the purpose of the Villanovan to

give in detail any means which may be employed to

bring Lazarus to life. The faults of the present sys-

tem are shown and it is up to the individual fra-

ternities to correct them. But the Villanova does

suggest that, if the fraternities do not show any
signs of arousing themselves in the near future, they

be consigned to the limbo of forgotten things and
not be allowed to cling, barnacle-like to a living

thing.

K. L., '26.

STUDENTS* UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL

While Villanova has been progressing and grow-

ing, her needs have also been increasing. One
thing in particular that has stood out for the past

few years is the lack of a medium through which

undergraduate disputes and differences might be

settled. The faculty has oTten expressed the desire

of meeting the students half-way and of lending an

ear to any constructive criticism. That the students

have seldo mavailed themselves of this opportunity

is due more to the fact that there is no means of de-

termining just what the consensus of opinion might
be rather than to any unwillingness on their part.

At present there is no truly representative body
in the College. Each class has its officers, the dif-

ferent societies and departments have their repre-

sentatives, but there is no common ground upon
which they all can meet. The result is very often

a spirit of rivalry and feeling between different

classes and departments. All this could be done
away with if there was a better understanding
among the students. And the way to provide this

understanding is by means of a Students' Senate or

Undergraduate Council.

This Undergraduate Council would consist of rep-

resentatives elected by the different classes and de-

partments. Four members from the senior class,

three from the junior, two from the sophomore, one

from the freshmen and one from each of the de-

partments. This would give a fair representation

to everyone. The classes are rated according to

seniority, which is as it should be, for it places the

authority in the hands of those best fitted to exer-

cise it. For after a man has spent three or four

years here he is better acquainted with Villanova

and things pertaining to Villanova than when he

first matriculates.

By means of an organization or society of this

sort the students would be knitted more closely to-

gether. It would do away with all friction between

the classes and departments. They would be able

to work as a unit and to co-operate with the faculty

in furthering the best interests of Villanova.

C. P. G., '25.

THE OBSERVER

The football season has now passed into history
—basketball is just commencing. The material
looks promising and Mike Saxe is still coach, so look
for a good year.

The Belle Aire Ball will be held in the Hotel
Adelphia on January ninth. Don't forget the little

girl back home.

Captain Sayers and his teammates have just been

awarded their V.—Sayer, Callahan, Serdivan, Dora,

Kuczo, Youngfleisch, Bachman, Pickett, Jacobs,

Kuczo, Conlon, Youngfleisch, Bachman, Pickett,

Jacobs, Halphen, Francella, Mulloy, Farina, Maher
and Slatniski, Maynihan and Mgr. Egan. We ex-

tend our congratulations to these men on their good
work this season.

Alumni should subscribe to the Villanovan.


